Measurement of quality of life in rehabilitation medicine: emerging issues.
The articles in the current supplement (Part II) present emerging issues in the measurement of quality of life (QOL). The articles were prepared based on presentations at a meeting held in November 2001. Part I (December 2002) provided important background information, definitions, and approaches that have been used in various rehabilitation populations. The articles in the current supplement are intended to provide information about new advances in QOL measurement. They review issues such as measuring QOL from the individual's perspective, adapting instruments for different cultures and illiteracy, and using advanced psychometric techniques to build a computer-adapted measurement system. Novel solutions are offered. We hope that this information can be used to set a research agenda for improving the measurement of QOL in rehabilitation medicine. The present article outlines these issues and provides a context for the information that has been presented in the 2 supplements.